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B The Qatar Trade Balance Achieves a $ 6.7 Billion surplus

According to the Planning and Statistics Authority on foreign
merchandise trade, the Qatar Trade Balance achieved a surplus of
24.7 billion riyals ($ 6.7 billion) during the fourth quarter of last year,
compared to a surplus of 38.4 billion riyals for the same quarter of 2019.
According to the Planning Authority, the total value of Qatari exports,
including exports of local goods and re-exports, during the fourth
quarter of last year decreased by 16.7 billion riyals, by 25.4 percent to
reach 49.1 billion riyals, compared to the same period of 2019, when it
reached 65.7 billion riyals. But at the same time the value rose by about
8 billion riyals; That is, 19.4 percent, compared to the third quarter of
2020.
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With regard to Qatari imports, their value during the fourth quarter of
last year amounted to 24.4 billion riyals, a decrease of 3 billion riyals and
by 10.9 percent compared to the same period in 2019, which amounted
to 27.3 billion riyals, but imports increased by about 2.9 billion riyals,
or a place. Its rate of 13.4 percent, compared to the third quarter of
2020. Asian countries ranked first for countries of destination for Qatari
exports, as well as for countries of origin for Qatari imports during the
same year, followed by the European Union, then Gulf Cooperation
Council countries with 5.8% for destination countries, and 3.3% for
countries of origin for imports.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)



"elibunlll dSAll Cilgggall Agala pige 4 e Awglall loc Aiblw B

Cilaslie il b ol Ayl dably esSal) gl &SN
Gaelay) dola slag) DA (e L3eliS a5 daesSall ajliall jshail a8l
cebaYls Shlaally laadl) Jlae 8 lggals ) cibaasll

cilgall Gl glalls SN acs Bpaludd) DA (e Ailald) Coagiads
) ookl €3 Jsla alag) (3 ages Aels Clajite waiil LaasSall
e Llal st e dAabiadl eVl b aseli€ 5abys casSal)
Aoy (ol olSH fio 8300 aall clasll Cadagy e
sl Slinlany dnlaad) Lagally sLaY) gy "gudn Lol S
oSl el ae i due g3 Al a3 Al Cilghadl) e Lyt g ¢ ol Y]
A

(Cirays Asilaad) Gles diaua) juadl)

GlasSall Ljala ydse 8 Gy Guldl) 35 Glee il cilial
35Sl L) dnse oo aball <2020 alal e lidaa) (3
Lcgias calall 138 a5 b Galle 48 oyl 8 ciels Lo Gl
2019 ple 559 S5l &5 lae (At 100 () s 52

& e Base Bhldl cilaw 2020 ol Lae il cihbsall dad iy
e 8645 Ananll Ll ya5e 873.585¢96.4 Al i) s
Hije 8 45.5 5 LBy ASall Hh5e 8 62.3 5 Audd )l dedl
O e 5l a5 844,25 cgpddll Sl L)

de gane Aidalid) cibllal 2 jall 2l Gaia e jala Ly Caesag
Oms csapall gl iy el SIS aseia padl bl (e
Ly YLy Jail) 8l Lgiida " asSal) SIS 8palaa’ Ll
Yl kel Cangs clagledll

u The Sultanate of Oman Sth in the Arab World Index "Government Readiness for Artificial Intelligence"

The Sultanate of Oman ranked fifth in the Arab world in the
government readiness index for artificial intelligence for the year
2020, issued by the consultancy firm Oxford Insights, while it
ranked 48 globally in this year's index, with an average of 52
points (out of 100 points) compared to the 59th position in 2019.
In the value of the sub-indices for the year 2020, the Sultanate
scored a high index of data availability, reaching 96.4, 73.58 in
the infrastructure index, 64 in the digital capacity index, 62.3 in
the governance and ethics index, 45.5 in the human capital index,
and 44. 2 in the Innovation Capacity Index.

According to a report issued by the Arab Monetary Fund,
the Sultanate has launched a set of initiatives to promote the
concept of industrial innovation and adopt new technologies,
most notably the "Government Innovation Initiative" which was
launched by the Ministry of Transport, Communications and
Information Technology with the aim of stimulating creativity

and innovation in the government sector and allowing the
opportunity to compete in presenting realistic proposals for the
development of government projects and raising their efficiency
by finding creative solutions to the challenges they face in the
field of services, processes and procedures.

Through the initiative, the Sultanate aims to support innovation
and creativity in government agencies to present effective
proposals that contribute to finding smart solutions to develop
government performance and increase its efficiency in the
available fields, by using unconventional patterns and employing
emerging modern technologies such as artificial intelligence,
Blockchain, the Internet of Things, cloud computing and virtual
reality applications, and other steps that are considered a quantum
leap that supports advanced government performance.

Source (Oman Daily Newspaper, Edited)
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B Trade Exchange Decrease between the Arab World and America

The National US-Arab Chamber of Commerce (NUSACC)
revealed that US merchandise exports to the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region decreased during 2020
to $ 45.66 billion, a 27 percent decrease from 2019 levels,
which amounted to $ 62.68 billion).

According to the Chamber, the reason for the decline is due
to the Corona pandemic, where in 2020, due to the Covid
19 pandemic, consumer demand decreased, major projects
were suspended, travel and tourism suspended, and the
deficit rose to a record level. The pandemic also played
an important role in the oil price war, which witnessed a
remarkable decline in futures contracts, as the price of a
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barrel of oil reached 37 dollars.

In this context, the President and CEO of the National
American-Arab Chamber of Commerce, David Hammoud,
affirmed that "There has never been a year like 2020, US
exporters have been hit hard, but by the end of the year,
exporters were still present. The Arab World has remained
resilient, although it also received many blows in 2020,
the American products remained the preferred destination,
even in the face of the global pandemic.”

Source (National US-Arab Chamber of Commerce
(NUSACQO), Edited)




